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Abstra ct  

The Khilafat and the Non-coop eration mov ement represent the best ph ase 

of Mazharul Haque’s life. He had already been workin g for Turkey for 

so metime. To it  was added th e novel but stirrin g call of Mahatma Gan dh i 

for Non-cooperation an d it stuck  the deep chords of Haque’s soul. It  was 

not just another po litical agitation, it  had strong moral, ascetic, un der 

ton es which appealed stron gly to Haque’s mind. Haque co ntributed 

much, in  practical terms to the success o f the Non-cooperation 

movement. He tried to concentrate on th ree main  objectives- o rgan isation 

of national school and colleges, promotion of communal harmony and 

bo ycott of government institution s and foreign goo ds. His activities in 

conn ection  with  th e first objectiv e was the establisment o f Sadaqat 

Ash ram and the work ing of th e Bihar Vidy apith, although short lived, 

deserv ed notice. They also give an idea of his organisation al ability. 

Promotion of co mmunal harmony was another major contribution  of 

Haque. Conscious of th e imp erative need of an  independent nation alist 

press,  Haque contributed his mite by  establish ing and runnin g Motherland 

which soon became a mo uthp iece of th e Non-Coop eration Movement. 

Keywo rds :- Saty agrahi, Agitation, Non-cooperation, W ithdrawal, 

Organisation, Harmony 
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                                  Mazharul Haque’s career presents a fascin ating 

ex amp le of tran sformation o f a wealthy, western ised,  go vernment officer 

an d barrister into a dedicated fighter for freedo m and a great satyagrah i, It 

shows a gradual dev elop ment not on ly in terms of th e exten sion of the 

area o f his activities but also is th e change from the usual mann er of 

political functioning to a h igh er moral style and attitude. Mazharul 

Haque’s public activities took p lace at th ree different but inter connected 

lev els-local, p rov incial and national. In all th ese sph eres he contributed 

much in practical terms. Particularly  notable was his work in o rganising 

the nation al schools and colleges in  Bih ar, leadin g to the establishment of 

the famous Sadaqat Ashram an d the Bih ar Vidyapith1. Another important 

achiev ement was the startin g an d editin g of th e week ly ‘The motherland’ 

which came to be recognised as a mouthpiece of the Non-cooperation 

movement. By far the mo st important feature of Mazh arul Haque’s 

political activities was the moral ascetic tone that he imparted to them. In 

this resp ect he was stron gly influenced by Mahatma Gandhi an d is rightly 

earned for him the pop ular title o f faqir and Desh Bhushan.  

   Mazharul Haque was closely associated with the Bihar 

Provin cial Conference fro m th e v ery beginn ing an d had served as its 

Gen eral Secretary (1908) an d Vice President (1909) 2. It  succeeded 

largely in developing a joint Hindu-Muslim political front for the demand 

of a separate p rovin ce. Th e sign ificance of this dev elop ment has been 

dwelt upon by Sach chidanand Sinha, an d a contempo rary and one of the 

main arch itects of th e constitution of Bihar as a separate province. 

Followin g this new alliance th e first gen eral session  of the Bihar 

Provin cial Conferen ce was h eld in Ap ril 1908 under th e leadership  of Ali 

Imam. A resolution was mov ed by M Fakhruddin for the formation of a 
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sep arate province of Bih ar and was supported by  all the district 

rep resentatives. Haque also mov ed fo r reforms in which  he criticised the 

proposals for separate electorate. In  August next, the  three leading p ublic 

bo dies of Bihar- the Bih ar Landho lders Association, the Bihar Provincial 

Con ference an d th e Bihar Provincial Muslim League organ ised a joint 

deputation to th e Lieutenant Governo r and presented a memorandum 

detailin g Bihar’s grievances. Haque was elected th e President o f the third 

session of th e Bihar Provin cial Conference held at Gaya in November 

19113. In th e Presidential address, which  may be tak en  as h is po litical 

testament Haque o utlined h is views on v arious important national and 

internation al questions. Haque also ex amin ed the state of education in the 

provin ce and highlighted its deficien cies. He was bemoaned that there 

was only  on e Govern ment college in th e entire province with a 

population  of 30 million  an d th at too was not a mo del college. Haque 

vigoro usly supported th e Elementary Education bill of Gokhale. He 

un derlin ed th e great importance of th e bill which was so  far reach ing in 

its effect th at it will effect a p rofound change in the destiny of our 

motherland. 

   Haque also  spoke at len gth on the much v exed and 

controversial subject of th e partition  of Bengal. The Biharis regarded it  as 

a step forward towards the cherished goal o f a separate province. In the 

reconstituted provin ce o f Bengal, Bih ar by virtue of its area and 

population enjoyed a somewhat impo rtant po sition it was h alfway 

towards full sep aration. On December 16, 1909, Mazharul Haque was 

elected a non official member to th e Legislative Council of the Governor 

Gen eral of In dia.  The year 1917  saw a quick enin g of n ational 

consciousness througho ut India and widesp read popular agitation in 
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favour of Home Rule. The agitation spread to the remotest corners of the 

lan d and Home Rule Leagues were established all over the country. In 

Bihar also a protest meeting again st the internment of Mrs Besant was 

held in  Patna un der the Presidentship of Mazharul Haque on July 1 4. 

Mean while Montague made his famous declaration on August 20 that the 

go al of British policy  in In dia was the gradual establishment of 

respon sible Go vernment in  th is country. The declaration cooled down the 

ten se atmosphere in the country. In p ursuance o f the n ew policy Mrs 

Besant and her associates were released on September 16, 1917. 

  The Kh ilafat an d Non -Cooperation mov ements,  tak en 

together, constitute an impo rtant chapter in the h istory o f In dia’s Freedom 

movement. Th e p eriod covered by these movements (1919 -1923) also 

constitutes the most formative and active period in th e life of Mazharul 

Haque5. An ardent apo stle o f Hin du Muslim unity, Haque found the 

prevalent atmosphere of communal harmony exhilarating and highly 

conducive to his activities. Soon after th e Calcutta session of the 

Con gress (September 4 to 10 ), Mazh arul Haque an d sev en others 

withdrew their candidature from the Co un cil election s in  acco rdance with 

the reso lution s of the Con gress. Mazh arul Haque h is withdrawal in  a 

letter which  was p ublish ed in the Searchlight (September 19 , 1920 ). 

Hen cefo rth Mazharul Haque th rew himself h eart an d so ul into the 

movement6. He gave up h is lucrative practice at th e bar and withdrew his 

two boys from th e Patn a New Co llege. Durin g the Non-cooperation 

movement, Mazharul Haque’s energies were directed mainly to three 

objectives-organisation o f boycott against th e gov ernment,  o rgan isation 

of  National Schoo ls and promotion  of co mmunal h armony . He attended 

the Bih ar students Conference, held on October 10 and 11 at Daltongan j 
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un der the P residentsh ip of C.F.Andrews. Mazh arul Haque’s activ ities 

were not confin ed to the student commun ity.  He av ailed himself the 

opportunity  of his visit to  Dalton gan j to organise a p ublic meeting there 

to educate people on th e Non-coop eration Mov ements. He made 

extensiv e to urs of the provinces of Bihar an d Orissa an d made highly 

insp iring sp eeches. He was o ften accompanied by Rajen dra Prasad. 

Wherever it was felt that people did not show sufficien t interest in the 

movement the lo cal leaders inv ariably sought Mazh arul Haque’s help and 

he never failed.  Mazharul Haque advised the Indians to  giv e up habits, 

customs and manners o f th e European s.  On Octo ber 30, Haque addressed 

a meetin g at Islamp ur (Patn a) and on  November 1 at Biharsharif. He 

spoke more or less in the same vein  in all these meetings. A mov e was 

made for p utting a restraint on Mazharul Haque by  arrestin g him. But the 

higher authorities in cluding the Lt. Gov ernor did not consider such  a 

measure adv isable.  In December Gan dh iji acco mpanied by Shaukat Ali 

made a hurried tour o f th e Prov in ce. Mazh arul Haque acco mp anied them 

to most of the places,  and also took  part in  the meetin gs. On all such 

occasions he reiterated the wrongs do ne to the Indians by the British 

go vernment.  According to  th e reports of the district officers th e effect of 

Mahatma’s visit  on the progress of the Non -Cooperation Movement in 

Bihar was tremen do us.  After the Nagpur sessio n th e Non cooperation 

movement gained furth er mo mentum. In  Bih ar also  Hasan Imam, 

Sachchidanand Sin ha and others withdrew from it. In pursuance of the 

Non-coop eration resolution o f th e Nagpur Congress,  the Bihar Provincial 

Con gress Committee set up an  Organisation Co mmittee “to organ ise, 

direct an d contro l Non -cooperation activities throughout th e Prov ince”. 

Mazh arul Haque was one of th e n in e members o f the committee. The 

oth er members were Deep Narain  Singh, Braj Kishore Prasad, Rajen dra 
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Prasad, Dh arnidhar, Krishna Prak ash Sen  Sinh a, Muhammad Sh afi, 

Abdul Bari and Ram Binod Singh.  The co mmittee p roceeded to  frame 

rules for the guidance of the district organisations.  Sp ecial emph asis was 

laid on the non -violent character of the mov ement. Civil diso bedience did 

not fo rm part of the Non-coop eration p rogramme at this stage. The 

activ ities o f th e work ers were to be confined main ly  to the organ isation of 

the Sabhas and Panch ayats and to  educational, sanitation and other works 

in villages. The Non-coop eration  Mov ement  made rapid progress in 

Bihar in  1921. Mazharul Haque, Rajendra P rasad made exten sive tours 

an d h eld frequen t meetin gs in different p arts to carry out the programme 

of Non-cooperation.  The movement stuck deep  roots by march  1921 and 

the situation  was co nsidered to be very serio us by gov ernment o fficials. 

Mazh arul Haque’s activ ities during these months again  became a source 

of great anxiety  for the govern ment. Despite prohibitiv e measures of the 

go vernment he continued to  oragn ise the people with un abated zeal.  In 

Jun e 1921  Mazharul Haque undertook extensive tours in  Orissa and 

Chotanagp ur to conv ey  the message of Non-coop eration to the people of 

these region s. Mazharul Haque dwelt on the wron g don e by the British 

go vernment and made a powerful p lea fo r the ach ievement of  Hin du-

Muslim un ity, boycott of foreign goo ds and abstention fro m intoxicants. 

On August 6, 1921 Mazharul Haque addressed a Non-cooperation 

meeting at Supaul in  which he explained to th e audience the wisdo m of 

non-violent, although the situation in  the country was immen sely 

provocativ e7. Mazharul Haque wielded a powerful pen an d the editorial 

co mments of the weekly , Th e Motherland establish ed by him in 

September 1921  caused some stir in the local gov ernment circle. A 

Central Board of Control was formed with headquarters at Muzaffarpur 

an d Mazharul Haque was elected as o ne of its five members. But in 

Comme nt [aj 1]:  
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December 19, 1921, the Gov ernment of Bihar and Orissa declared the 

Con gress vo lunteers to be un lawful associations under section  16  of the 

In dian Criminal Law Amen dment Act o f 1908 . The 30t h sessio n of the 

In dian National Con gress which  was held at Ahemdabad o n December 27 

an d 28 reiterated” the fixed determination of the Congress to continue the 

programme o f non -violent, non-cooperation with great vigo ur. 

   An important part of th e non cooperation programme 

was th e boycott of purely gov ernment an d government aided educational 

institutions. At the call of th e n ation al leaders a number of students of 

Patna Co llege applied for College Leavin g Certificates which were 

refused o n the ground th at th ey did not bear the signature of the 

guardians. Among th e early  app lications fo r with drawal were those of the 

sons of Mazh arul Haque.  Th e pro cess had begun  to  with draw from 

go vernment educational institutions from all over the p rov ince. The case 

of the Bihar School of Engin eerin g at Patn a, however gain ed much 

prominence. There fifteen students had withdrawn in November 1920. 

Mean while the movement fo r starting national universities, n ational 

co lleges and n ation al schools of all grades all over the co untry  was started 

by  Mah atma Gandhi. Bihar too was to have a Vidy ap ith. A National 

College h ad already been started in  a rented ho use on  the present day 

Patna-Gaya road, but Gan dh iji wanted that Bihar must have a Vidyapith 

at an early  date. The organisers were finding it difficult to get a suitable 

site for the Vidyapitha in the neighbourhoo d of Patna. When Mazharul 

Haque came to know of it he immediately sent for Rajen dra Prasad an d 

go t a house co nstructed for th e Vidy apith a as sen io r leaders had all p arted 

co mpany  on the question of Non-Cooperation . But Mahatma Gandhi gave 

them  the much needed imp etus by placin g at their dispo sal a suitable 
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amount which  he had co llected at Jh aria.  He himself reach ed P atna on the 

mo rning of February 6 an d on  th at v ery day performed the formal 

open ing ceremony o f th e Bihar Vidyapith. The Vidy ap ith a was “to 

coordinate the activities of all  the national in stitutions that were springing 

up  in the Prov ince and to control and guide them. Mazharul Haque 

became the Chan cellor and Braj Kishore prasad, the Vice-Ch ancellor of 

the Vidy ap ith a8. Arran gements were made for examining the students 

who did not want to app ear in th e Govern ment college ex aminations. In 

1921 examination was h eld under the auspices of the National Un iversity 

at ten centres in the Prov ince. The matriculation ex amination was held at 

all  the ten centres wh ile I.A, ISc, B.A and B.Sc examination s were held 

only at Patn a, Bhagalpur, Muzaffarpur and Mon ghyr. They were 

ex amin ed in  the course they were preparin g for th e Govern ment 

Un iversity examin ation s. Th e National College was started with Rajen dra 

Prasad as th e Prin cipal. Others on the staff of the college were Acharya 

Badrinath Verma, Jagann ath Prasad, Prem Sun der Bo se, Jagat Narain Lal, 

Ram Ch arita Sin gh  and Abdul Bari. Th e Nation al College was owned by 

the Rashtriya Siksha Mandal which  guided its general policy th e details 

of admin istration were left in th e hands of the Co llege council consisting 

of the Ch ancellor, the Vice Chancellor and the Registrar of the 

Vidy ap ith a, the Princip al an d five members o f the staff o f the Rashtriya 

Mahavidyalay a and six person s elected by the Rashtriya Siksh a Mandal9.  

          Mazharul Haque ‘s creation an d association with Bihar 

Vidy ap ith  and Sadaqat Ashram though remained for a sho rter perio d yet 

it may be confidently said that it gave turnin g po int to the freedom 

struggle and new educational sy stem in Bih ar with a soun d base for the 

posterity.  Sadaqat Ashram remained the ch ief centre of the Provincial 
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Con gress Committee in Bih ar wh ich gav e trusted sons for the freedom 

struggle by impartin g real train ing to th e freshers through the selfless 

serv ices and utteran ce of patriotic p assion o f its leaders. The creation of 

Sadaqat ashram itself gives an idea of organ isation al ability of Mazharul 

Haque9. He remained in the Sadaqat ash ram as a Faqir.  The students of 

Bihar Vidyapith respected h im so much that they regarded h im as th eir 

sp iritual leader. The namin g of Sadaqat ashram itself shows, Mazharul 

Haque’s great regard fo r Hindu -Muslim unity . Sadaqat is a P ersian  word 

meanin g abo de of truth  and Ashram mean ing a place for liv ing of 

dedicated p ersons and pilgrimage to a spiritual seek er. Mazharul Haque 

actually perfected the Sadaqat Ash ram in the same spirit as it  literary 

meant by o rgan ising two great in stitutions of Bihar Vidy ap ith 10 and 

Provin cial Con gress Co mmittee in its campus. 

The Khilafat an d th e Non -cooperation mov ements rep resent 

the fin est hour o f Haque’s life. Mahatma Gandhi’s call for Non-

coop eration  stuck the deep chords of Haque’s so ul11. Haque contributed 

much in practical terms to the success of the non-coop eration mov ement. 

He tried to concentrate on three main  objectives-o rganisation of n ational 

sch ool an d colleges, p romotion of communal harmony and boycott of 

go vernment in stitutions and foreign goo ds. His activities in  connection 

with the first objective led to  the establishment of Sadaqat ash ram and the 

working of the Bih ar Vidyapith deserve notice. They   give an idea of h is 

organ isational po licy along with th e promotion o f co mmunal harmony. 

The boy cott of Govern ment in stitutions an d foreign goo ds created a sense 

of self sacrifice in the hearts of millions of th e common people. A 

devoted an d discip lined con gressman , Haque at th e same time maintain ed 

a strong in dep en dent, p ersonal opinion. His identification with the 
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Con gress pro gramme o f work was virtually complete but he reserved h is 

right to differ from the organ isation and to criticise it  if “o ur conscience 

thinks it absolutely n ecessary fo r th e good o f th e people and th e country ”. 

This was n ot an  empty reserv ation, he exercised it  fearlessly in  the co urse 

of the Non -cooperation Mov ement. 
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