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ABSTRACT 

Age estimation is a vital method in odontopediatrics, legitimate pharmaceutical, anthropology, 

pediatrics, orthodontics, and forensic sciences, and is carried out for a number of reasons. Its use 

is expanding in both civil and criminal things and is also to identify person in mass disasters and 

natural calamities. A number of anthropologists have examined the age frameworks, where age 

is frequently a major organizing guideline. Dental-age assessment is considered most a precise, 

solid, and quick strategy of age assurance, particularly in developing children and is considered 

exceptionally critical in numerous fields of study. 

Keywords: Dental Age Estimation,Odontology, Anthropology, Forensic Science 

mailto:id-megha7walia@gmail.com


THINK INDIA JOURNAL                                                               ISSN: 0971-1260 

                                                                                                                                                                                     Vol-22-Issue-17-September-2019 

 

P a g e  | 2297  Copyright ⓒ 2019Authors 

INTRODUCTION TO AGE ASSESMENT 

The point of a perfect age estimation strategy is to reach at an age as near to the chronological 

age as conceivable. Different age estimation strategies have been tested and detailed within the 

literature.In children and youths, substantial advancement, such as skeletal development, stature, 

menarche, etc., has been utilized to survey the age when obscure . 

The chronological age of children with questionable birth records are frequently evaluated by 

assessing the people somatic development. Owing to a comparatively low inconstancy of tooth 

arrangement than other formative highlights additionally low inconstancy in connection to 

chronological age , it appears that strategies based on stages of tooth arrangement are more 

suitable in appraisal of chronological age than those based on other pointers of physical 

improvement . 

Dental versus Bone Mineralization Age Assessment 

Dental and bone age have been surveyed to decide to what degree they are related for 

symptomatic purposes. Considering that states of dental mineralization are comparatively less 

influenced by environmental  and hormonal factors than bone mineralization states, dental 

maturation gives more dependable signs of chronological age than bone advancement . 

Application of Age Assessment in Different Fields 

Age estimation has incredible significance in numerous clinical choices, being commonly 

utilized in pediatrics, orthodontics, odontopediatrics, legitimate pharmaceutical, anthropology, 

and forensic sciences. Dental-age assessment is considered most a precise, solid, and quick 

strategy of age assurance, particularly in developing children and is considered exceptionally 

critical in numerous fields of study . Age estimation is additionally of significance in forensic 

science, not as it were for distinguishing proof reason of the casualties, but moreover for medico-

legal importance . Age estimation is additionally important in bioarchaeology& human 

anthropology because it can give impressive data with respects to past population . 

Age Estimation in Odontology 

Dental age is of particular charmed to the pediatric dental master and orthodontist in arranging 

the treatment of assorted sorts of malocclusion in association to the maxillofacial advancement 

.There's a extraordinary relationship among dental age and chronological age. These 

relationships can be used as a preface to help therapeutic choices with regard to extricating the 

deciduous teeth and timing for the treatment of orthodontic. 

Distinction among dental and known chronological age show changes inside the standard 

advancement plan. In patients with conceded dental advancement, orthodontic treatment may be 

started at an afterward stage. 
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Age assessment in Anthropology 

Age frameworks incorporate formal age classes of people of comparative numerical age, age 

grades or formative stages based on social and natural improvement, and relative ages of people. 

Body changes aren’t totally related with organic and chronological age. 

In numerous cases, chronological age and biological age may differ, due to the variations in 

development process. Subsequently, distinctive parameters such as bone age, dental age, mental 

age, and other components such as menarche, tallness, voice difference, and weight are 

considered as intermediary marker for body development and biological age. Dental 

development is more reliable as an indicator of biological development in children. Dental 

development is more significant because it is less influenced by endocrine status and nutritional.  

Age assessment is additionally utilized within the zone of human studies to appraise the age of 

past populaces from immature skeletal remains.  

Age estimation in Forensic Science 

Age is one of the basic components, which plays a critical part in each viewpoint of life. 

Individual distinguishing proof is a critical perspective of legal medication and dentistry. Age, 

sexual orientation, race, and so on are utilized for recognizable proof of an individual. 

Chronological age, as recorded by enlistment ofdate of birth, is alluded all through an 

individual’s life. Age is a vital figure in clinical practice; research and court of law. Major dental 

clues once ignored are progressively utilized to unravel the crime. 

For living individuals, age determination is performed in order to study whether a child has 

fulfilled the age of criminal responsibility, in scenarios counting assault,in premature births,  

ambush, seizing,pediatric endocrine contaminations  adoption methods, and orthodontic 

malocclusion, as well as in circumstances in which the birth certificate isn't available or the 

records are beneath doubt.Forensic odontology could be a modern science that has created as an 

isolated forte .It uses the information of a dental specialist to serve the legal framework. The 

advancement of dentistry has taken the dental specialist as an expert in lawful procedures and 

within the field of forensic sciences .The estimation of age is critical for legal, lawful and clinical 

work. 

Also the chronological age of living individuals is imperative in cases of business and marriage. 

Age estimation moreover gives profitable data when the birth date isn't accessible, as in case of 

unlawful immigrants . 

Increased immigration and blending of populaces sets lawful issues of different orders, with 

expanding significance of deciding the chronological age of children, adolescents and youthful 
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grown-ups. In this way, evaluating chronological age is vital in evaluating the legitimate grown-

up age of individuals without records for legal purposes.  

Chronological age and Dental age 

Children with the same chronological age may show up contrasts inside the formative stages of 

distinctive biological systems. Many records have been made to choose the stageof 

developmental  of a child for a certain biological time period, to be specific lists for sexual 

development, physical development, skeletal age and dental age. 

Dental age (DA) assessment has picked up acknowledgment since it is less variable when 

compared to other files and less influenced by natural variables.Numerous strategies have been 

utilized in assessing dental improvement including life structures, tooth rise dates, histology, and 

radiology . 

Among all, the radiological strategy is most practical, acceptable and reliable as well. DA can be 

evaluated either by assessing tooth eruption time or by the advancement of tooth calcification . 

Dental Age Assessment 

Dental development has been appeared to be a valuable strategy of age estimation, whose 

appropriateness diminishes as age increases whereas physical advancement can be influenced by 

hereditary, racial, climatic, hormonal, dietary and environmental factors. It has been detailed that 

dental advancement is less influenced by external factors , Various strategies have been created 

to assess dental age.Inconstancy may generally relate to ethnic contrasts, but other variables, 

such as sexual orientation and age, may play a major role. 

Dental age assessment relies upon the rate of advancement, calcification & mineralization of 

tooth buds and the dynamic grouping of their eruption within the oral cavity. A few strategies 

have been created to survey the dental age in accordance to the degree of calcification observed 

in permanent teeth . 

Dental Age Estimation in Children and Adolescents 

Dental age assessment in children and youths relies upon the time of development of thetooth 

within the oral cavity and/or the tooth calcification. 

Growing individuals not just vary within the timing of the maturational occasions, but inside the 

grouping of these events as well. The formative status of a child can be overviewed from 

distinctive components like stature, weight, chronological age, skeletal age,secondary sexual 

characteristics,  and dental age. These criteria can be associated autonomously or together to 

gauge the degree of physiological advancement of a growing child. The tooth with its formative 

stages gives us a noninvasive technique to predict the age of the individual. 
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A few authors have looked into that dental parameters are more suitable for age estimation in 

children since the inconstancy is lower as calcification rates of teeth are controlled more by 

innate components than by characteristic components . 

The radiographic investigation of developing dentition will aid in age determination,particularly 

when there's no clinical prove accessible (2.5-6yr).  

Two Ways to Estimate Age by Teeth 

 Previously, the only accessible measure of dental age assessment was by noticing the eruption of 

teeth .In spite of the fact that the eruption of the teeth may contrast incredibly in the time of 

appearance within the mouth of diverse children, the majority of the children show some pattern 

in the sequence of eruption . However, a thought of eruption alone makes one cognizant of only 

one stage of the development of the dentition. A degree of calcification (development) at diverse 

age-levels will give a more exact list for estimating dental age and will contribute to the concept 

of the living being as a whole . 

Emergence and calcification of dental tissues has been utilized to decide dental age. Tooth 

calcification (formation) is predominant to tooth emergence(eruption) since rise of a tooth could 

be a short lived occasion and its exact time is very difficult to decide though calcification may be 

a persistent process that can be surveyed by lasting records such as x-ray movies. Thus, dental 

development of calcification which is persistent developmental process ought to be considered a 

much better measure of physiological development than dental emergence. 

DISCUSSION 

In spite of the fact that a lot of dental-age evaluation strategies deliver high degrees 

of exactness and accuracy, innate contrasts between different population bunches were found 

to influence the unwavering quality, resulting in under- or overestimation of the dental 

age.Estimation of chronological age (CA) utilizing morphological and radiological examination 

on teeth has ended up fundamental in pediatric dentistry, orthodontics, scientific dentistry, 

human anthropology and bioarchaeology. 
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