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ABSTRACT 

The iconographic power of a college or university library expresses a 

reason to gather, yet additionally to sort out, save, and make information 

open. Today, on the grounds of essentially every advanced education 

organization the library involves a focal position. In its position and 

conspicuousness, the academic library passes on its fundamental job in 

supporting advanced education's center missions of research and training.  

Some portion of a library's capacity has consistently been to direct users to 

data—to furnish individuals from an academic network with apparatuses 

for attentive request. Libraries and curators have exemplified the perfect of 

an advanced education that joins information inside and out with 

contextualized comprehension of various fields and areas. The very truth 

of creating and dealing with an assortment presented on administrators a 

level of power and impact in molding the procedure of research and 

instruction. The current paper highlights the changing role of academic and 

research libraries. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Academic and research libraries in 2007 go up against conditions that 

are as particular from each other as they are unique in relation to the 

past. The mix of compelled spending plans and the changing, 

progressively aggressive space of data creation impacts practically every 

library here and there. While some significant research libraries can put 

deliberately in assortments just as new sorts of administrations, most 

college and school libraries presently face genuine tradeoffs between 

print distributions and computerized assets. Numerous administrators 

think that its important to drop diary memberships and acquisitions, 

dedicating additional time and assets to arranging authorizing 

concurrences with advanced suppliers, gaining access to significant 

databases and computerized assortments, re-profiling endorsement 

designs, or executing new programming to give combined looking.  

 

The progressions that are happening—in innovation, in research, 

educating and learning—have made an altogether different setting for the 

missions of academic and research libraries. This advancing setting can 

manage the cost of a snapshot of chance if libraries and administrators 

can react to change in proactive and visionary manners. There are 

different and neglected needs currently emerging inside the foundation—
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a considerable lot of which intently line up with the customary self-

meanings of academic and research libraries. To the degree that libraries 

and their pioneers can reposition themselves to serve these advancing 

needs—which relate to some extent to the brought together stockpiling, 

depiction, and conveyance of academic assets, and to some degree to the 

association and backing of insightful correspondence inside and across 

advanced education foundations—libraries will develop as significantly 

progressively focal and dynamic assets for their organizations.  

 

Fundamentally, these powers of progress empower academic and 

research libraries to cooperate in new just as aggregate manners. The 

way that a few libraries have assets and motivating forces to fabricate 

and oversee one of a kind assortments can enable others to concentrate 

all the more seriously on guaranteeing availability to the scope of data 

now accessible from different libraries just as from diverse computerized 

sources. A characterizing component of this minute is the limit with 

regards to academic and research libraries to quicken their own change 

through community activity.  

 

As advanced education in India has developed through ongoing decades, 

school and college libraries additionally have produced pathways to serve 

personnel and understudies all the more viably. Academic and research 
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libraries have been early adopters of computerized advancements and 

have given initiative and preparing to help redo the academic venture. 

But then, for all their achievement in pleasing and in any event, driving 

late changes in advanced education, libraries and the administrators 

who lead them currently end up posing a progression of essential 

inquiries:  

• To what degree, and in what ways, are academic libraries prone to 

change?  

• What new jobs will librarians come to have in the changing data 

condition?  

• What parts of the academic library will demonstrate the most safe 

or impenetrable to change?  

 

• Will innovation at last spike a reworking of how schools and 

colleges deliver and disperse information? In the event that such a 

converging of interests happens, what effect will that have on academic 

libraries? Or on the other hand then again, if there is anything but a 

converging of these two motivation, will academic libraries be trapped in 

an undeniably troublesome challenge for institutional assets?  

 

To attempt to address these inquiries is to understand that the years 

ahead comprise a time of change for academic and research libraries. At 
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the start of the twenty-first century, these organizations go up against 

the need to reconceive and remake the methods by which they bolster 

personnel and understudies in research and training. The matter of 

libraries would now be able to be comprehended as one part of a quickly 

advancing, entirely changed condition in which data is multiplying at 

until now unheard of rates and in which the capacity of academic 

libraries to convey validated and dependable data is consistently tested 

by new advances. Members in this roundtable included curators from 

academic and research libraries huge and little, open and private, from 

all through India.   

 

CHANGING ROLE OF ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH LIBRARIES  

The time where the library remained as the store and gatekeeper of 

information has offered path to a time in which both the creation and 

utilization of data far surpasses the library's capacity to contain. To be 

sure, academic and research libraries keep on playing out the jobs of 

arranging, classifying, and putting away data in manners that personnel 

and understudies can promptly access and utilize. Most have made 

exceptional walks in furnishing users with authoritative standards and 

procedures for getting to data past their own possessions.  
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Simultaneously, in any case, conventional structures of power and 

subjective accreditation, which the library implanted both in its very own 

assortment and in the insightful device it bolstered, have been immersed 

in a surge of data from various sources, scattered fundamentally in 

advanced structure, and retrievable by implies that the library, and thus 

the foundation, never again control. Personnel has seen well-constructed 

assortments as a way to upgrade their own profitability in educating and 

research. The calculated instruments libraries gave could lead searchers 

of information to assets both inside and past the library's own dividers.  

 

However the blast of data currently being delivered in computerized 

structure has drastically changed assumptions regarding the creation 

just as the utilization of information. Given the Web's capacity to speed 

up the dispersal of data in all structures, "time to advertise" has become 

a developing worth and wellspring of favorable position, in the institute 

as in different areas.  

 

Somewhat the sciences have driven other academic trains in this regard; 

in material science, science, and progressively science, information and 

discoveries regularly circle among peers in advanced frame and have 

most noteworthy effect preceding conventional distribution. Practicality 

of correspondence presents a vital preferred position not simply in well 
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known media, in technical studies, yet in all types of insightful 

correspondence.  

 

Simultaneously, it quickens the pace of information spread, the Web 

offers ascend to changing originations of information creation and use. 

The open data culture as exemplified by Wikipedia confirms a 

significantly adjusted origination of information as something created, 

not exclusively by specialists, yet through a combination of numerous 

who offer information or experience as a powerful influence for a subject. 

Information that is liquid and even blemished today conveys higher 

incentive than information saw as static and unblemished.  

 

Information that can be duplicated, stuck, blended, adjusted, recast for 

developing purposes and new methods of comprehension has solid 

intrigue in the present data condition, especially for youngsters. The 

issue of overseeing and saving information created in these moving 

domains of computerized expansion is tremendous, and it is one that 

bookkeepers should be fundamental to explaining.  

Among youngsters specifically, be that as it may, there is a propensity to 

consider the library as principally the area of the book; less presently 

view the library as either an essential wellspring of data or as a way to 

find and access information that exists past its own physical assortment. 
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The ongoing OCLC report, College Students' Perceptions of Libraries and 

Information Resources, shows that most students either don't visit their 

grounds library or do so just a couple of times each year.  

Librarians and employees the same gripe that youngsters time after time 

imagine the research procedure as starting and consummation with an 

Internet search. A few have seen that it takes just one disappointing 

involvement in a library to cement an understudy's conviction that the 

Internet gives increasingly proficient, profitable and agreeable ways to 

data.  

In numerous regards the academic library has gotten straightforward. A 

developing portion of libraries' costs comprises of giving staff and 

understudies access to insightful assets through permitting 

concurrences with electronic diaries, databases, and other advanced 

assets. While the library causes huge expenses in giving access to these 

materials, its users are progressively prone to think about such access as 

just a component of the scene—an academic plenitude or retrievable 

dining experience that registers in the very same terms as different types 

of data pervasively accessible through the Internet. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Libraries and librarians are fulcrums of academic productivity, with 

potential to expand both the range and depth of creative work that 
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faculty and students undertake in any discipline. What has changed are 

the actions librarians perform and services they provide in carrying out 

these core functions.  The challenge for libraries, their leadership and 

staff, is to recast their identities in relation to the changing modes of 

knowledge creation and dissemination, and in relation to the academic 

communities they serve.   

Librarians need to reposition the fulcrum and re-conceive the kinds of 

leverage they can provide to faculty and student productivity. No one has 

been trained explicitly to bring about this change in library organization 

and culture, though many of those now seeking the Master of Library 

Science (MLS) degree conceive themselves working in libraries that have 

emerged from their earlier cocoons. One instance of promising evolution 

is the more robust integration of library educators in the classroom 

brought about by the information literacy initiative of the past two 

decades.  

There are three essential actions libraries must take to achieve the 

necessary transformation and remain vital forces on campus in the years 

ahead:  

First, libraries must evolve from institutions perceived primarily as the 

domain of the book to institutions that users clearly perceive as 

providing pathways to high-quality information in a variety of media and 

information sources.  
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Second, the culture of libraries and their staff must proceed beyond a 

mindset primarily of ownership and control to one that seeks to provide 

service and guidance in more useful ways, helping users find and use 

information that may be available through a range of providers, including 

libraries themselves, in electronic format.  

Third, libraries must assert their evolving roles in more active ways, both 

in the context of their institutions and in the increasingly competitive 

markets for information dissemination and retrieval.  Libraries must 

descend from what many have regarded as an increasingly isolated perch 

of presumed privilege and enter the contentious race to advance in the 

market for information services—what one participant in our roundtable 

termed “taking it to the streets. 

One challenge many institutions face, for example, is to develop deeper 

and more substantive ties with their alumni. It is not uncommon for 

graduates to feel a sense of alienation from their alma mater after 

graduating. Generally, the qualities of their experience that 

undergraduates valued most—including relationships with faculty 

mentors and access to the academic resources of the institution—come 

to an abrupt halt with the attainment of a degree.  

After graduation their first—often their only—direct contact from the 

institution comes from the development office. The message conveyed is 

that however substantive and fulfilling their engagement with the 
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institution may have been as students, after graduation the institution 

appears to regard them essentially as donors.  

The library can serve an important purpose in sustaining more 

meaningful ties with graduates through the creation of an alumni portal, 

with links to academic resources that alumni could not otherwise access 

on their own. Just as the library has evolved to serve users seeking 

information beyond its own walls, the population it serves can extend 

beyond the community of current faculty and students.   

In addition to enriching opportunities for substantive engagement with 

alumni, an alumni portal can help sustain the emotional ties to the 

institution that in turn help encourage financial giving from 

graduates. The resources required to establish an alumni portal are 

significant, and for many institutions the decision to invest in such a 

service must be balanced against other potential means of serving many 

constituencies. The librarian’s role in such cases may include advocacy 

for pursuing an important strategic opportunity.  

The library can also serve its home institution by providing presidents, 

chief academic officers, and other administrative leaders with guidance 

on the complex and changing world of intellectual property. In addition, 

leaders of academic and research libraries must conceive their 

responsibility in part as one of advocating the interests of their 

institution—and of higher education—in policy issues that impact the 
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continued accessibility of information for libraries, their faculty, 

students, and home institutions.  

 

CONCLUSION 

The transitions occurring in the production, dissemination and retrieval 

of information provide important opportunities for academic libraries to 

lead their institutions in pursuing new modes of academic research and 

productivity, much as they did in helping their institutions adopt digital 

technology in its earlier stages. The evolutions that continue to occur—

changing paradigms of knowledge production, expanding sources and 

modes of dissemination, faster and broader accessibility to a growing 

range of information – all have the ring of opportunity from the 

standpoint of an entrepreneur.  

Changes in technology and modes of academic work create new kinds of 

needs that libraries can help fulfill. In this sense the challenges libraries 

now face are the same ones that confront any contender in the 

expanding market for information: there is a continuing need to adapt to 

rapid change, to keep pace with new developments in technology and 

new competition in the industry. 

 

REFERENCES 



THINK INDIA JOURNAL 
       ISSN: 0971-1260 

                                                                                                                                                           
 
                                                                                                                                                                                       Vol-22-Issue-2-April-June-2019 
 

P a g e  | 719       Copyright ⓒ 2019 Authors 

 
 

1. Adigun GO Mohammed Z and Temboge A (2010). Accessibility and 

Usage of Scholarly Information Sources by Faculty Members and 

Postgraduate Students of Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. The 

Information Manager, 10 (1&2), Pp. 1-8.  

2. Anunobi CV and Okoye IB (2011). ‘The Role of Academic Libraries 

in Universal Access to Print and Electronic Resources in the 

Developing Countries’. Library Philosophy and Practice, May Issue, 

Pp. 1-5.  

3. Association of College and Research Libraries – ACRL-(2012). 

‘Changing Roles of Academic and Research Libraries’. Chicago: 

American Library Association; Pp. 1-15.  

4. Bevan N (2015). ‘Review of Digital Consumers: Reshaping the 

Information Professions.’ Journal of Librarianship and Information 

Science, 41(183).  

5. Borgman CL (2014). ‘Digital Libraries and the Continuum of 

Scholarly Communication’. Journal of Documentation, 56(4). Pp 

412-430.  

6. Borgman CL (2013). Where is the Librarian in the Digital Library? 

Communications of the ACM, 44(5), Special Issue on Digital 

Libraries, Pp. 66-67.  

7. Cisse C (2014). ‘Access to Electronic Information and Information 

Research’. SCAULWA Newsletter, 5(1), Pp. 14-17.  



THINK INDIA JOURNAL 
       ISSN: 0971-1260 

                                                                                                                                                           
 
                                                                                                                                                                                       Vol-22-Issue-2-April-June-2019 
 

P a g e  | 720       Copyright ⓒ 2019 Authors 

 
 

8. Courant PN (2012). ‘Scholarship: The Wave of the Future in the 

Digital Age’ In: Katz RN (Ed.). The Tower and the Cloud. 

EDUCAUSE. Accessed Aug.21, 2011 from 

http://net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/PUB7202.pdf.  

9. Dunsire G (2016). ‘The Common Information Environment: A 

Newly Emerged Concept’. Paper Presented at Archives, Libraries, 

Museums (AKM9), Porec, Croatia.  

10. Glasgow, Scotland: Center for Digital Library Res. Foster A 

(2014). A Non-Linear Model of Information Seeking Behavior of 

Graduate Students of the University of Botswana. Library Review, 

47(7), pp. 329-340.  


